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The Unjust Steward : Luke 16 : 1-13. The Christian religion gives to 
man the highest standard of morals in the world. Unregenerate men educated 
under its influences, learn to know the right, and then by that knowledge, en- 
deavor to pick flaws in Christian teaching. Julian the Apostate charged that 
the parable of the unjust steward favored cheating, and many a Christian 
since has found it hard to disprove the charge. 

Our Revised Version has removed one difficulty in the way of the ordinary 
English reader, by showing that the Steward's master, not Christ, commended 
him. "And his lord commended the unrighteous steward." Still the fact of 
Christ's commendation also seems to lie in the words " for the children of this 
world are, in their generation, wiser than the children of light." These words 
are not applied to the action of the steward, but give the reason why the 
Steward's lord commends him. "And his lord commended the unrighteous 
steward because (hoti) he had done wisely ; because (hoti) the children of this 
world are in their generation wiser than the children of light." The steward's 
lord was a child of this world and judged according to this world's judgment. 
The words "in their generation" show plainly that Christ used the words 
' ' wise " and ' ' wiser " in a peculiar sense. What that sense is may be gathered 
from a passage in Vitringa Bk. III., Prt. 1., ch. 12. Without any reference 
to this parable he is drawing the distinction between a wise man and a good 
man. He quotes Cicero as saying, that "a good man does what he can for 
others, and injures no one." Maimonides also : " No one will deny this to be 
the act of a good man, to sell a thing for less than he could get for it ; all 
would deny it to be the act of a wise man." Vitringa then goes on to say, 
" Those are esteemed wise among men, who desire and provide for them- 
selves, while the good provide for others rather than themselves : hence 
those accounted wise among men are seldom called good." 

This signification of the word wise, entirely relieves the words of our 
Saviour from any commendation of the Steward's injustice. The children of 
this world esteem it wise for a man to secure himself at the expense of others, 
and have much more of this wisdom than the children of light, who seek the 
good of others at the expense of self. So far, therefore, from holding up the 
unjust action of the steward as a pattern for his disciples to follow, Christ is 
giving a specimen of the vicious conduct of the Pharisees, which his disciples 
are to shun. " As children of light, whom the men of this world think fools, 
use your wealth, not for self, but in God's service ; so will you make friends 
who, when earthly riches fail, shall receive you into eternal habitations." " He 
that is unjust in the least, is unjust also in much. He that is faithful in the 
least is faithful also in much." 

The Pharisees, who were covetous, saw the force of the parable in its con- 
demnation of their selfish wisdom, and its commendation of the unselfish good, 
" and they derided him." [Bishop] P. F. Stevens. 



